
How does the principle of 
checks and balances work to 
limit the power of the 
government?

I will explain how the principle of checks and 
balances affects how the branches function 
and interact.

I will give examples of the branches checking 
one another

I will describe how checks and balances place 
limits on our government.

Subtopic

What are the essential 

guiding principles of the 

US Constitution?

I will identify the guiding 

principles of the Constitution

Subtopic

How were concerns over a strong 

central government addressed to 

provide for ratification of the 

Constitution?

I will analyze the causes and effects 

of the failure of the Articles of 

Confederation.. 

I will analyze the challenges and 

opportunities of creating a new 

government in America.

I will explain how political, social, and 

economic circumstances of the time 

and place shaped the views and 

actions of individuals and institutions 

while creating the US Constitution

I will be able to take into 

consideration point-of-view, bias, 

audience, purpose, political, social, 

and economic circumstances of the 

time to develop historical empathy 

when analyzing primary resources 

during the Constitutional Convention.

I will explain how the addition of the 

Bill of Rights was necessary for the 

ratification of the Constitution. 

I will explain the views of Federalists 

and Anti Federalists.

Subtopic

How do the Bill of Rights 

and other amendments 

protect individual 

liberties?Main topic

I will explain how the Bill of Rights 

protects individual freedoms.

I will identify amendments that 

expand suffrage.

I will identify the amendments that 

limit government.

I will identify the amendments that 

deal with equality.

I will identify the amendments that protect 

the individual.

Subtopic

Subtopic

How does the US 

Constitution structure 

power and divide power 

between the state and 

national governments?

I will explain the principle of 

federalism and how it limits power 

between the state and federal 

government.Subtopic

Subtopic

UNIT 5                   

US CONSITUTION               

The US Constitution 

is a living document 

created through 

careful 

consideration and 

compromise.
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